FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Luverne, Minnesota


__  _q01l?5,,?,?D


h HSTORY

   ??,   ,,,
              
   '      ; 
r   !G 5' '    M
  c ?  m 3!T,-'-'"
6   -m   v
!i - n ? _
íc   m
  "57 MII!,,J? 
     -Ç M
?  
    n  _ ?? ï  t
  _  i,?n0   _ 0u0m ^ ;! 



DEDICATION

To the Glory of God and in remembrance of
our forefathers in Christ, who pioneered,
labored, prayed and witnessed to establish
the ministry of First Presbyterian Church
in Luverne, we gratefully dedicate this in
historical appreciation.
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IATO

To the Glo o God 8nd in reeranoe of
our forefathers in Christ, h0 pioneered,
l8b0red, pr8yd and w1tne46d to e6t8bli4h
the inist af Lrst Pr9bri Mur
1n Luverne, w gr8tefully ddic8te 0 i in
hi8torical a  reciation,



#% FOREWARD #%

In March, 1989, Presbytery suggested a detailed Mission
self-Study of this congregation. It was to be as objec-
tive as possible with input from a wide cross-section of
the congregation.

The Historical Committee was approached to assist 1in
adding historical notes to the 10-year phases in our
history. Pictures and other memorabelia were displayed
on panels depicting the l0-year periods and at the bot-
tom of each the historical facts of the time were noted.
This was displayed on the east wall of the Drummcond
Hall.

The enclosed is a reprint of these periods of history.
it was develcped from existing research from the 1978
Centernial Book but also contains insertiens of Commu-
nity and National significance surrounding each period.
The writer cautiously added perscnal cobservaticons from
time to time which he felt were significant.

The Historical Committee sincerely hopes you will enjoy
reliving our past and even have a feeling of participa-
tion in the more recent years. Most importantly, we
hope it may serve as an inspirition to your persenal in-
volvement in His Service at this particular time.

THE HISTORICAIL COMMITTEE
First Presbyterian Church
Luverns, Minnesota

Betty Mann, Chair
Marlene Mann, Session
Randa Gangestad

Lois Meyer

LeRoy Luitjens

B.W. Keitel, Historian
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HISTORICAL TIME-LINE FIRST FRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — LUVERNE

FOREWORD :
To

following

saegment.
1844

1857

1858

160

1362

1865

18368

1868

"HOW IT ALL BEGAN™

1878 = 1888

gset the initial events in proper perspective, the

items prior to 1878 should be included in this

Mankato Presbhytery was organized (including this
area) .

Spirit Lake Massacre

Minne=ota became the 32nd state in the Union on
May 11, 1858.

Firzt available Federal Censu=s lists Rock County
Minnesota with 23 inhabitants.

Lake Shetek Massaore

Philo Hawes first passed through this area
selecting U.S. mail route between Blue Earth,
Minnesota and Yankton, Dakota Territory.
(North & South Dakota were not organized as
states until 185E83.)

After three years of scouting the above mail
route FPhiloc Hawes selected the route through this
area and moved his family to a dugout home on

the bank of the Rock River (in the vicinity of
the present power-plant). This spot on the U.5.
Mail route was sgon named "Luverne" in honor of
tha Hawes’ little 11 vear old daughter, Eva
Luverne Hawes.

The very first religious service held in Rock
County was conducted by a Dr. Rice, a Preshy-
terian minister who had accompanied a party of
government surveyors operating in this area.
On August 12, 1868 he went to the summit of the
Blue Mounds and preached to his audience ( of
about a dozen); appropriately his topic was the
"Sermon on The Mounth,
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"HOM IT  G9X'

l818  J888

      DORDt
To set Me initial t in proper rpective,  c
f0l1mlrq l6 o  t0 l88 6h0uld b& cludgd in th36
&nt.

lB44 - ManXata esbyte was organi34d (incLud' g this
ana)

3857 - Spirlt WXg tY66acre

1858  xfnn&60tg b6cae Me 31nd 6t8te fn the UnL0n on
y Jl, L88.

l86D - Pirst available PederaL census list6 RocX county
x3nn60ta wiM 23 Lnhab3xgnx6,

l862 - WX& Sh&t&X M8668cr

L86 - 0LlD 8w&6 fir6t p8s thcouqh thl6 acea
selecting U,S. iL r0ute bctwoen lug B8rM,
xinn&ot8 &nd ranXton, Xota Trrfto.
(o 1 South DaX0ta wer4 mt organizd 86
6t8t&6 until l88g.)

l&6& - nftr & y&ar6 of coutim th& abe mail
raute ila Hawes seLted Me r0ute throh 0i6
8r8 8nd v&d hl6 flly to 8 du90ut hoe 0n
the nX of Me RocX RLver lin Me vicin Lty Df
thg pr6t powx-pl8ntt. Thl6 6pot on the u.s.
Mail route was saon naed ''Luvcm&1 in h0nor o
Ug B8w&6' littl& ll y&8r oLd daughter, 6va
Iuveme Rawes,

1868 - e veTy first religious servic8 h&ld Ln RocX
cDunty wa6 cDnductgd by a Dr. Rice, a resby-
r            terian inL6ter a had accpanJd 8 p8rty of
gOVrnent 6uey0r6 0peting in this area.
Dn ugust L2, L868 he wcnt to th sit of th
Blug XOund6 &nd pn8ch to hi auience ( af
ab0ut a dozen); apprriatcly his topic was th
Sgon on Thg wountII,
'L-



1870 - Federal Census showed 138 inhabitants of Rock
County.

1876 = The first Railway through Rock County.
This was also the time of a devastating grass-
hopper invasion.
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1878 - Rev. Charles Thayer was assigned a= miz=sionary to Rock
County in May, 1887. After a few months work Rev. Thayer re-
ceived a petition signed by 9 persons requesting him to pro-
cead with the organization of a Preshyterian Church in
Luverne. At an organizational meeting held November 17,
1878, 13 persons were received into the Presbyterian Church.
Elders (3) and Trustees (3) were elected at the newt meeting
a month later Decenmber 18,1878,

1879 = Preshbyterian Services were conducted in the basement
of the Methedist Church. The Methodist Church was the first
organized congregation in Iaverne having been established on
June 17,1873 { & years earlier).

1880 — Rev. Thayver directed organization of the Beaver Creek
Presbyterian Chur¢h on June 5-6, 1880. The Rev. Thayer then
left Iuverne and the Rev. John T. Munro arrived as our Stated
supply Pastor.

1881 - The first church building program launched ( Luverne
and Cedar) due west of existing Episcopal Church (which was
built 10 yvears later.)

1882 - Dedication services were held on April 16, 1882 for
the First Presbyterian Church in Luverne; the cost 51,730,
dedicated "unencumbered" (paid for in full).

1885 = PFederal Census showed 5,232 inhabitants of Rock
County. Immigration te the middle—west (then "West™) was
accelerating. It would be another 35 years before immigra-—
tion "guota system" would be established.
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L810 - Tederal Cgnsus sh0w 138 ir8bitts 0 RocX
c0unty.

L876 - e firgt Railway thrwg Ro County,
Thi6 w86 8J6o 08 ti of & dastatim gra6a-
h0pp Lnva9ian,
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l878  8v. charl8s a8yr was assim as is&ia Ca Ro
ty in Xay, l8B7. After a few montbs wotX Rey, aayer re-
ceived a pexition sign by 9 p8rsons r88sting hi t0 pro-
ce with the arganL3ati0n of a Pre9berian urch  in
Lwerne.  At an on38niz8tiDJ e8tim h8Jd w0ver l7,
&78,  3 pen0ns were received int0 0e Pr4serian Ta.
Bldex6 (3t 8nd Trust8e6 (3t w8r8 8L8cted 8t M8 next 8tng
a onth Later er J8, 1878,

L819  - Pregbyterian Seice8 vere c0nducted in the bagement
of M e0odLst church.  Mc XModist urch was th first
organiz cangregatian in Wveme baving been etablied 0n
June l7,l873 ( 6 y88r6 8arLierl.

l88D - Rev.  Thayr dirctd 0rganizatJon 0f the ar ccX
resberian chur0h on une 5-6, 2880.  Th8 ev.  Tyq then
L8ft Luv8rn8 and th R. lo T. Mwr0 rived a9 0ur Stated
Supply Pa8tOr.

188L - me flrc chur0h bllding prxa laun (  uv8m8
and cedart du8 w86t of existim isc0paL Chch lwhich was
built l0 years later,)

J882 - Dedicati0n seices were held on Aprll l6,  l882  fr
the _r6c Pxesbyt8ri8n Rlurch in wvrne; e c0st SL,730,
d8dicated ''unmered''  (paid for in f4Jl).

lgg5   gderal  %nsug hmed S,Z3g  inhab3t8nt6 Of X
c0unty igr8tJo9 ta c iddL8-wst (tbm "Me9t"t wag
8cceJerating,  Jt w0uJd be 8nother 35 y88r6 b8fare  -  'gr8-
x3on ot8 systM wouLd be est0Jsh.
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1887 - During this first decade of the infant church, the
stated supply pastors served only one or two years, but 1in
1887, Rev. J.C. Jamison was named pastor. History relates
how he was a Scotchman, well-liked and a "fine mixer"  Many
members joined under his leadership and he served for nearly
5 years and built his own home in Luverne.

1888 = The Trustee records of this period report that a Mr.
Hinkley ( a man "learned in the law® ) was engaged to inves-—
tigate as to whether the church was properly incorporated and
chartered. Ha recorded at a later meeting that the records
and actions taken were "legal and correct™ - "decently and in
order"” being the watchword—- even then - among the Presbyteri-
ans.

At the close of this first decade of Presbyterian Church in
Luverne, the Civil War was now 23 years behind --— veterans
were now middle aged civic leaders and U.5. Grant, R.B.
Hayes, James A. Garfield, Chester Arthur, and Grover Cleve-
land had served as presidents. There were only 37 states in
the union and it would be another year before the Dakota Ter-
ritory would become NHorth and South Dakota.

EhkFtthkEtkEdER kit ke ek d bbbk bk A A R E AR A EZLE

"GROWING PBAINS™
1889 = 1399

1889 = The Rev. Jamison, now into his second year as leader
of the infant congregation at Cedar and Luverne Streets orga-
nized programs were taking shape.

1890 — First mention is made of a youth group. An organist
(for the foot operated organ) was elected and mention is made
of a "guior"™ (choir).

The community had hardly emerged from its frontier state when
another grasshopper scourge came with all its terrifying con-
sequences. Following the grasshopper plague were a few years
of partial crop failures because of weather conditions:; bliz-
zard of 88, floods then drouth.

e
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887  - Durg is fir4t d8c8d8 af M4 Lnfant cmrcb,  e
sd 8uly p86tor& served only 0ne Or twO yea,  but Jn
gg7,  Rev.  J.c, aton wa6 ned pastor.  Hi9to reJateg
h  wag a 5c0t,  LJ'liXed ad a Nf3n8 3Xet||  H8nY
,       re jDfn und hig leader6h3p 8nd b8 sd f0r nrly
5 yrs and blilt hf6  he in Wvem4

g88  - The Tnxtee n4otd6 of this periad rep0k Uat a Xr,
HinxJy l 8  nlam in tbe law"  t w86 eng8gd tO Lnv8s-
tfg8te a9 to mether U8 chuh was properly incO0rated and
ake.   r0rded at a later eet3ng that th  r8cD
 actL0ng taxen vere lg gl gnd c0rr4ctn  decentl  and jn
order belm th8 watchward- even then - aOng th8 Pn6byt8r3-
an&.

nt th cL0se of thi6 flrt d8c8d of PsberLan Chu in
Imvecne,  th8 civiL War was no Z3 yeare behlnd  -- v8texan6
wer8 now iddle aged c3v3c L88drs and  U-S-  Grant,  R.D.
Haye,  J86 A- rfiJd, Che9ter AMrr  ad rwer CLee-
l8nd had served a8 pnldent6.  There w8r8 Dnly 37 st8te6 in
the unfon and ft wauLd be another year before the Xota Ter-
r Ltory w0uLd bece Xokh and SOuth D8XOt8.
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.                     l889    L899

1889  The R8v.  J160n,  n ' tO hLs secand year as lder
of M8 infant congTegation at cedar and uv8m8 stre8t6 orga-
ntged prDgr6 w8r8 t8Xim shap.

189D  ir6t t3on i6 8d of a y0uM group  M 0rganist
(for M8 faot operat or9an) s ele0ted andment30n t4 æade
of a "iar" (choir) ,

m4 c0unity had rdly eæexq8d fro it& frontir st8t wh
anathr grasshopper scourge cae with all ft ten3fylng OOn-
ge0ence.  ollo'3ng e gr86sh0r pl8gue wer a fm years
of pakiaJ 0p f8iJurs becau9e of weather conditlOn6t blt3-
gg8 0f I88, floD86 hen drou0.
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1891 - No doubt as a consequence the guarded prosperity of
the congregation was affected. First mention is made of fi-
nancial problems in the November 7th minutes when $100 of
Pastor Jamison’s salary would not be paid, but he would be
given a 3 month vacation in liemn thereof to visit The Holy
Land. The population of Rock County now stood at 6,817 (578
increase in 5 years). The population of the City of Luverne
was 1,466. Elder Ray Hoehn was born in 1891.

189z = The membership of the congregation is listed at
wabout 50." A building committee was appointed to purchase a
lot and erect a parschage. On this committee were members:
Phile Hawes, (founder of the wvillage of Inverna), W.H.
Randall, L.C. Hodson, E.H. Holbert and M.L. Goodhue (one of
the original founders). Len Hansen was born in 1892. ( He
would be the First Ordained Deacon 57 years later in 1949,)

The Rock County Court House was now completed and occupied.
It would be a few years later before the current Law Enforce-
ment Building would be built.

1893 — The Hardwick Presbyterian Church was organized on Oc-
tober 11, 18%3. At this time it should be noted there was no
railroad comnnecting Hardwick to existing Rail-Road Lines,
this event would be celebrated in June 1900.

The manse was built on the lot adjeoining the church, to the
west of the ewisting original church building which was now
11 years old.

(From The Rock County Herald - December 29,1893:)

"There has been a change since the splendid record of 1882
was made, and the conditions this year have not been favor-
able to the encouragement of enterprise and improvement. As a
matter of fact, the year just closing (1893) will go down in
history as one of the hardest ever known in Rock County.”™

Financially depres=sed conditions 1893-1897 were nationwide.

1894 - Rev. Grosscup served as Stated Supply. The church was
deeply in debt. Ladies contributed major portion of financial
aid to the church by heolding church suppers, Ice Cream So-
cials, selling mince-meat and the first mention of a Presby-
terian Cook Book i= made.

Session records report concern of Rev. Grosscup leaving be-
cause of the church’s financial condition. He did after
gserving only 10 months.
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J891  - o d0ub 8 8 cons&cncc e rded prrity 0f
e ngation was affected.  Plr6t entl0n 36  Of f3
nanciaL prbJem4  ln the w0vc8r 7M inutes whm  SJOO  0f
pastor J8ion's sala d nat be pald,  b4t h4 w04ld be
given 8 3 onth vacat3on in lLeu Mer8of ta visit Th oly
d  The p OpUL8tL0n Of ROCX untY n 9td at 68J7 (S78
lncre8s8 in 5 years).  The pulatlon of Ue city af Luucrne
w8s l,466.  ldex R8y Xo w8s born '  1B91.

l89a  -  The r6h3p of Me con9rcgatian is listed at
a4t 5a. n buding c0ittee wa6 app03nted t4 p86e a
lat and erecx a p8on&ge. an is cittee were 9
m3Lo B8wcs,  (fauTd 0fthe village of Luvemctr  W..
Randall,  L.c.  Hodson, .H. HoJbek and X.L. oodhue (0ne Of
 orLginaL f0underst.  o H8nen w8s b0rn in 1892.  (  Hc
would be the Tirst Ord8in acon S7 yean later in l949,)

a8 RocX Caunty COrt HOu6e w8s n0w c0pLeted and accupied-
rt would be & few ye8rs Later befare the current w EnfOrce-
enX Building would be bullX.

l8g3 - e HardwicX egbyterfan Chutch w86 OanLzed m Oc-
tober ll, L893.  nt this tie it shouLd be noted there wa6 no
r8ilroae c0nneing H3dwlcX to exi6tinq R&il-ROad Lin4&,
thi9 event wouLd bc larated in Jun l900.

me 8nse was built on the lot ad)03ning the chura,  tO thc
west of Me exLsting origiml church building htch wa6  nw
ll ye8rs 0Ld-

cnon Thc ocX County Herald - er 9, L893:)
mere has been a change sJnc4 Me spLmdid reOOtd  Of  l891
was made,  8nd the conditians thi6 year h8ve nOt bc8n f8var
bL& to the mc0ucagement of ent8rpris4 and ir0vent s a
tcer of f8ct,  the y4ar just cl0slng (l893t wLlL ßO dO 
hLstory as One of the h8rde6t ever own in RocX C0unty"

Lnancially depre66ed condJtions L893-J897 were n8tiOnwlde.

J894 - R. ro6p sced as Stated Supply Th chur w8s
deeply in dabt. Ladies ccnributed n8jor p0rtion of fin4ncial
&id to the church by olding church suprs,  ce e8 SO-
ciaJ6,  seLling ince-eat and the flr6t nentL09 af a e8by-
terign 0X B0ok i6 made.

scssL0n reOord6 xe conccm of Rev,  ro6sOup l8&v'   be-
cau6e of c church's finanOl8l cOnditiOn.  e dld 8ftet
6crving 0nly LO Onths.
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The population of Luverne iz now 1,890 and the county 8,597.

1896 - The parsonage was rented out for 6 months at 5$10.00 a
month to help reduce indebtedness.

1897 - "Missionary Society™ organized.

rSunday School is in good condition", reported Rev. Johnson
at tha Annual Meeting. the Norweigan Iutheran Church made an
offer to purchase the church bulding. They were turhed down
by the Trustees., (They built a year later on the west end of
the block - across the street from the present Hinkly House

Museum. )

The Depression years (1893-1897) are now past -- optimism for
growth and future is bright.

1898 - September 17, - Congregational Meeting to consider
erecting a new, larger building.

The Trustees submitted plans and estimated needs for a new
building to occupy the same site. The old, original (1882)
building to be moved to the west end of the lot and turned to
face north and be cennected to the new building which will
face east. (Opposite of the Episcopal Church which was built

in 18%1.) The original building to be used for Sunday
Scheol and Prayer Meeling purposes. Cost of the new building
not to exceed $3,500; including furnishings. The dimensions

of the new structure 407 x 50°.

November 20,1898 = The cornerstone of the new church was
laid, This cornerstone was preserved and can be seen at the
H.E. corner of the present church property.

1898 - The Presbyterian Church building at Hardwick was
dedicated on January 23, 1898. It was the first church built
in Hardwick. (Cost was $1,400.)

1899 - September 17, - Dedication Services of the new Preshby-
terian Church in Luverne. The Rev. Charles Thayer, the first
pastor presided at the dedication. Final cost of the new
building was $5,300.00 -— our first historical "cost-overun®
—— but these were coptimistic "Boom" years =--growing years.

An age of prosperity was unfolding. A serious 7-year depres-
sion, "Cleyeland Times", was behind. McEKinley was now
president. Teddy Roosevelt was a naticnal hero of the Span-
ish-American War. Luverne population was 2,223, Rock County
population 9,668. Truly it was a prosperous era, hundreds of

=
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me puJatlOn Of Lmeme Ls now l,B90 8d e county B,597.

l896  Tbe pat0Onage  ted out for 6 nth at SJ0,OO 8
n ta heLp reducg Lndcednege,

      l897  niSsian8ry soclyd oi.
nSunda Sao0L is Ln o cond3t3on  n o v.  J
      8t the Mnu8l Meetfnq,  the arwei9an Luthr8n 0ura ade 8n
offer t0 rchase M aurch buldin9.  mey w8r hined d
by Me mmceeg,  (They buLlt a 8r Jater on Che wt  Df
the bla - BcrD66 Me 6txeet fta e present xinXly ws
m4eu. 7

Ttle t9l0n ye (1893'l897t are noW pa9t -- aptiL for
gTh ud futun i6 brfght.i

            Lggg   s t  L,    c    t.  L   t.       .
' P e  r  r  '  m9rega LOna e rq to C0nSder
ere0t3n4  ne, laLqr buildLnq.

me Tttt9te sittad pl8n6 8nd e9tiated ned6 for a naw
buiJdLng tO Oupy the sae sit.  The old,  arigin8L (L8a)
bUlldln9 tO be wd tO th we6t end of Mc Jot 8n8 turn to
face nO  be nnected to Me naw bufLding ia wLlx
face east.  (Opp09ite af M i6copal church wbLm w86 built
2n  189lt   M  Orqlnal buiJding Xo be ued  f0r sunda
6ChDOl &nd Pt4yer Meetuq'  6e4,  C0st of 0e nw bu1lgjng
'      nOt t0 exceed 3,O0 1noLuding furnLshing6.  The e' cn6ion6
0f MB n 6txuMun 40r x 5D

0r 0l898  ' e cOrner6tOne Of Me new churm was
lald  This c0merSt0ne vae presenred and c8n be een at e
.. cOrner 0f the prmt church property.

L898  - Me Ptri8n Church bfldirq at Y8rdwlcX was
dediCated Dn 8nU4 13,  1898. lt w86 Me flrgt auh built
fn ardwf4x. (cast was 6l,40o. t

L899 - SpteX 17, ' Dedic8tiOn Seiceg 0f Mg nw pxby
CetLan Cburcb in uveme.  The Rev. CharLs 'Mayer, e firt
stOr Pr0sided at the daditiOn. FfnaJ cast of the nm
,      bUiJding was S5,300.D0  ow first historiml  ncostogrunn
i      -- bUt Me6e Were OptiġiSti0 1B00mt years grinq years.

;       8ge Of pmgpity w86 unfOld1n9,   seriau6 7-ye4x dres
4l Onr  Lqel8nd Tfme9'',  was behind.  x0n3y was nov
sJdent.  Te8dy Roasvelt w8s a natiom3 ero of the span-
      364&erican Mar.  wveme pulation w8s 1,13, Rocx cty
.      PUlatiOn 9r668 TnlJy Lt waS 8 pmgperous era, hwtdrggg 0f!
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new settlers came to share the bountecus times and land wval-
ues jumped several 100%. Rock Counties last rail-road was
built and as a result the town of Fenneth was founded and the
rail-road to Hardwick was to be completed in the spring of
1900.

There were now 45 states in the Union and there was a HNorth
and South Dakotal
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"PROSPERITY"
1900 - 1910

Foreword:

Iuverne entered the 20th Century with a wave of
optomistic enthusiasm. Building and businesses were expand-
ing. The wooden sidewalks on Main Street were replaced with
cement. A sewage system was installed in the city.

1500 - On December 7, 1900 the Trustees authorized the pur-
chase of a larger suitable organ for the newly completed
church at a cost of 5$70.00 - (This was NOT a pipe-organ.)

A balance of 51,800 is =ztill unpaid on the new church.

Miss Harriet Brewer left a legacy to the church of $1,466.22.
(Migs Brewer had moved to Luverne in 1853 from Massachusets
at the age of 24. She was a school teacher and had a sister
in Iuverne (a Mrz. Hunnington). She died suddenly on October
3, 1899 2 weeks before her 70th birthday.)

1901 — The Ash Creek Presbyterian church was organized.

The Women’s Mission Society reported very active.

The Trustees anthoerized a Mrs. W. H. White to the appointment
as 'Collector for the church of pledges for the pactor’s
salary.’ She was to be given an incentive of 5% of the amount
collected. President McHinley was assassinated in September
--Theodore Roosevelt assumed presidency.

1902 - The manse well went dry. The Trustees authorized
hook-up to the new city water plant at this time at a cost of
$15.28,


_
























new gettJKs eae to ghgre e bounteou6 ti6 d Jd v41-
e tud 6er8L l00-  R0cX Countie9 lagt raiL-road a9
bujlt 8nd ag a Tegult the twn of emeM w86 f0un md the
rail-mad to rdicX was to be c0Leted in Xhe 9piuq af
gOo.

Then wr nm 45 states in Ue UniOn and ere va6 a YO
gnd S0uM Xotg!
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OSglTY

l900 - L910

orevOxdt
Luveme entered the  aach centu wl a w4ve  of
xoitfo en Uu6L8.  Builim 8nd buginess& r and-
im.  e wooden sidalxg on Ma3n SCrt were replac yl0
cent. n 68ge y6t was LnslLed in the city

190D - 0n cr 7,  J900 the Tru9teeg authOrf1ed the puc-
ch8se of a lan3er 6ultabLe 0rg8n far th nly c0lated
church 8t a st of S70,00 - (Thig wag YOT a p3pe0rg&n.)

n b8l8nce of SL,8aa t9 gtill unp83d on  new ach-

Lss Huret &rewer Lefx 8 leg8 to 0 aurch 0f SL,466.2a.
(x36  8rmer h8d v t0 Lweme in l853 frOæ 66&chu4eXg
at the age o z4.  she w86 a 6chool te8chgr and bad a si&tar
in wveme (a Mr. mnington).  Sh died suddenJy On Ot0ber
3, l89 a wegXs before heT 70ch bfhday.I

l90l - me Ash CreeX Pre8byter3an ur wa6 O8nid.
Tbe Y0ent6 H166jon socLgt   0ed ve  gctjye,
ae Tstees authorf3ed a Hr6. w. H. ite ta e app0inent
ag tcolleMor far the uTa 0f pled9e4 fOt Me p86tarr6
68l8. r she ag to be qiven 8n 'î'Mntive af 5 af Me 
c0LJeed,  ne6ident XcXinLey wa aggag63nated ln Septr
-heor seveJt asgumed pre4ldencY.

l9oa  - The ange well went dry.  ae TTu9te auOrt1
hoox-up tD the n c Lty ter plant at thi tie 8t a c09t Of
sL5.a8.
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A =stained-glass window was installed in memory of Miss
Harriet Brewer. This is the window which Chuck Soutar (Betty
Mann‘s dad) personally preserved when the building was dis-
mantled in 1958, and this iz the window now displayed in the

present narthex,

1903 - A call was extended to Dr. Augustus Carver to become
pastor. He was installed on November 10, 1903....the 13th
pastor to serve this congregation in its first 25 years!
Pastor Carver left an indelible mark on this community. He
was to serve over 20 yvears! He was a vibrant force in our
growing commuinity. He was active in civic involvement as
well as spiritual leadership. Historically speaking -- "The
right man at the right place at the right time."

Oon July 20, 1903 the most destructive hail-storm in Rock
County ... only 10 minutes, but 120 sections of crops were
made useless!

The first heavier-than-air flight by Orville and Wilbur
Wright at Kitty Hawk.

1904 - The Trustees set a budget of 51,500 for the ceming
year.
The average cost of electricity in the manse was $1.50 per
month.

1905 = Average Sunday School attendance was 105.

Presbytery Tax for the year 511.60.

The population of Luverne was 2,272 and the population of
Bock County was 9,729.

1906 - The church membership was 126. The "Bible School" is
Ireferred to as the "strong arm" of the chruch in Dr. Carver’s
Report for 1904.

This was the year of the San Francisco Earthguake.
1907 - $35.60 was spent this year on Anti-Saloon work.

1908 = Dr. Carver organized "Boy’'s Band" in Luverne later
called "Carver’s Band". {Tohn Boisen is the only known liv-
ing alumnus.)

1909 — Drxr. Carver strongly stressed attendance at Mid-Week
Lenten Services. The death of Presbyterian Fhilo Hawes ("Fa-
ther of Luverne") was noted. Mr. Hawes was an active Presby-
terian and had served as a Trustee of this congregation.

=T =
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n  st8ined-gl8ss  windaw  w86 in6t8lL  Ln  o  Df  Higg
Haniet Brer. Thi9  is the windaw whi ucX S0ut (B&t Cy
annt  dad  ex6Dngll  regerved when Me b4lldfn  wag  gLs
 tl&d in 1958r  and this is th& wind Ow now displ8yed ln the
pregent naxMex.

l903  A oall wa6 extended ta Dr,  ugustus Caer ta  bcc0
p&6tor-  H w8s Lnst8Jled on wov  er LO,  L903....xhe  L3th
pastar t0 see this cangratL0n in Lts first  y8rs!
a6tor  c8 rv er left 8n indeJ3ble marX on thig c0  ity.  H&
was  to scnr& over 20  e8rs!  Y8 was a vibr8nC force ln  0ur
grfnq  cOmmunity.  He was active fn civic  inv0lvent  86
weJl as spirituaJ Leadcrship.  Hist0ric8lly 6pe8Xlng --  nThe
rlght an at the rfght plaOe at Me r3ght te.n

On  uly 20,  l03  the mogt destn3ctive hail-st0  in  RoOX
C oun ty -..  only lO imtcs,  but l20 sectlon6 of crops  re
8de u6eJegg!

The  flr6t  heavier-Man-air  fJight by  arville  and  wiJbur
WrLght 8t xitty  H8wX.

lSOf  -  M e Tru6tee6 get a budget 0f Sl,SOO for  the  c  lng
YeaC
M e  8vr8ge c06t Of eleOtrfOity in the ansc was  l.50  per
nth,

l905 - verage Sunday SchJ 8ttend8nce w& lD5.
Presbyte Tax f0r the year SlL-6D.
M e  pOpuLatf0n  of Luverne was a,aa 8nd the  p0pulati0n  af
acX County was s,7z9.

l906 ' Th church e  er6hlp wa lZ6,  Th e ''BLblc S ch o0l It  3g
refened to as thc "strong aIr of the chxuch in Dr. cacrr6
Report for l906.

Mis w8s the year of the San Trancisco arthqu8Xe.

J907 - 35.60 w86 spent this year on Anti-saloon worX.

1908  - Dr.  C8rver Organized ''y's Band''  in Luverne  later
Oalled ''Ca  er's  nd''.   (John Boi6en lg the 0nly Xn  Liv-
Lng alunu6.t

l909  - Dx.  Ca r7 er str0ngly stressed &ttendance at  MLdvl&ex
Lenten Se Lv ic&s.  M e death f Presbterian PhiJo H8we6 ca-
Mer Df Luverne'') was natd.  r. H8we6 wa6 an active Prcsby-
te rLan and bad se rv  & a Trustee 0f this c0ngregation.
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1910 - The YBudget Plan" was first introduced for the
church’s financial benefit by Dr. Carver.

Conclusian 1900 = 1910

The first ten yvears of Rock County’s History were indeed
prosperous ones. It had developed into one of the richest ag-
ricultural counties in all of Minnesota. Land prices were at
an all time high with several =zales of $130.00 an acre!
Assessed wvaluation of the county had risen more than one mil-
lion dollars from 1209 to 1910 and now stood at 57,261,415
and population of the county was 10,222. The population of
Iuverne was 2,540. In addition to the Presbyterian Church in
Iaverne growing spiritually as well as physically under the
inspired leadership of Dr. Carver; the Presbyterian Churches
at Hardwick, Ash Creek and Beaver Creek were in their growing
years. Theodore Roosevelt was president through most of this
decade and William Howard Taft was now in his first year as
president. ©Oklahoma had been admitted to the union (in 1907)
making 46 states. The Home Automobile Company Building was
completed by Otto Bierkamp (Arle’s father); it was located
due east of the present Glen’s Jack and Jill. It was an im-
pressive two-story building built exelusively for an aute
agency.
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"THE GOLDEN YEARS™

s e ERE W e b

Entering the Znd decade of the 1%007s, Iuaverne wWas on an un-
interrupted Jjourney on the road to prosperity. It was now
5th in cize among all cities in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict (exceeded only by Mankato, HNew Ulm, PFairment and
Winnebago) . We should be reminded at thiz point in time the
conditicons of the roads and the infancy of the automobile;
the roads were not to be graveled for another 10 years;
this caused all commerce for everyday family needs to center
in the county seat town of Luverne. Although the network of
rail lines was now complete (north via Rock Island, south via
Bonnie - Doon into Iowa, east and west, they were primarily
usad for transportation of farm products and passenger sSer-—
vice, although available, was not a weekly or monthly means
of shopping.
= -
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L9LO  -  The  "Budgex  L&n|' was  first  intradu  d  f0r   c
chuhts financial benefit by Dr, Canrer.



conclu6Lon  l900  9J0

The  fft  ten ya8rs af RocX County'e  Hl6X0ty  were  fndeed
prospcrous ones. It h8d eveloped into 0ne 0f Q& richcst ag-
ricultural countias Ln aLl af Mime8o.   nd pr3ce6 vere aX
an 8ll tie hLgh wLth everaJ 6alas of l30.OO an acre!
nssessed valuacion 0f th county ha d ris4n 0re Q an ane miL-
lfon  doLl8rs fr  J909 ta L9lO and n0w 6tO   8t  S7,26l,ali
8nd  papwation of the county w8s lD,a2-  e p0pulation  0f
Luvecne w86 z,50.  ln addition t0 the Pn6bytet3an Churh in
42verna  gr0wing spirituaIly as well &6 physicaLJy undr  
Lngpired leadr6hip of 0r- cacr;  the esbyterian urches
ac 8rdwJcx, Ash creex and aver creeX wen Ln Meir grin3
ye8rs.  m eod0re n0o6evelt w86 pre6ident thr 0ugh ost of this
decede  8nd wiLJiam Nard Taft w3s n0w Xn hi6 f3mt yenr  as
president.  OXlaho h8d been 8ditxed to the union (in J9071
maXlng a6 statas-  me Hoc Autokile Com6any Building  nas
caplcted  by Oxto lerXamp cnr3D'6 fathr);  it w8s  locar3
due 6t of tha presmt  Glm's JacX and Jill,  lt wa8 an im-
press Lve  twoetory  buildLn3 bu-ilt xclusiveLy f0r  an  aut0
aqenoy.
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nterlng th and dacade of the L9O0's,  L-erne w86 On an un
interrupted  jouTney on the ro&d to prOsprity-  It was  now
5M  in sLza aong alJ cities in the 2nd  COngre6siOml  Dls-
trict  (exceeded  Dnly  by l48n Xaxo,  tlew  Ul,  PaimOnt  and
wlnnb8g0).  nc  ould  remindd at M3 pOint Jn timc tne
conditians  f the road6 8nd thc Jnfa9v of  Me  automOblle;
the  rd6  were not t0   graveIea far  anDther  LO  years;
this caused aJL c0meroe for  everyd8y faiJy needs t0 oenter
in the county se8t tow 0f uveme,  AlthDugh the netwOrX 0f
rail Lines was now c0mplee (nOr Ul vLa RO cX sland, sOUth Vla
 m ie - DD on into low8,  e8st and west,  they were pr '  rily
u6ed  for transpa ka t'0n of fa  pr  ucts and passenger  6er-
vLce,  although av8_il8ble,  was n0t a ue ekly Or Onthly  ans
of 6hoLng.
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1911 - Four "Church Socials" were held. Luverne Public
School rented classroom space in our church building. (the
present Elementary School would not be built for anocther 15
yvears, and the High School Building (18%5-1926) was at the

Fledgling Field site on Kniss Ave.).

1913 - A cock book was published netting the Ladies Mission
society 5$106.50. 2 young people’sz orchestra furnished music
for one evening service each month, Dr. Carver’s innovation,

no doubt.

1914 = Per Capita Tax was .25 cents per person, %to remain on
the church rolls.

1915 = Presbytery of Mankato meeting was held in ILaverne in
April. Dr. J.W. Hawkinson was elected Trustee. Note — Dr.
Hawkinson (Olive’s father-in-law) was a dedicated Presbyte-
rian and would go on to serve a total of 31 years as an ac-
tive officer of the church. Dr. Hawkinson was an Osteopathic
Physician (D.0. not M.D.} and would grow to ke recognized as
an outstanding health practitioner later in this century dur-
ing the polio epidemic as he practiced methods only later to
be recognized as the "Sister Fenny" approach to treatment of
polio victims.

1916 - Congregation voted on April 28, 19216 to authorize the
building of a new manse to replace the cold one (on the same
gite)] not to exceed 54,000. (Thizs i= the present Vance Ebert
home, at 115 East Taverne S5t.)

Anti=Saloon work was a high priority social issue and was
supported financially by the congregation.

The Luverne Chapter of the American Red Cross was organized.
Rev. Carver was elected its first president on April 16,1917.

1917 - Dr. Carver’s report for 1917 ..."A good year." The
Church Budget was set at £2,312.00. World War I was now Iin
progreass.

1918 - Young Peoples crganization cellected "contributions"
for a new piano. A guote from Dr. Carver, "The keynote of
the church is service. We are not here to maintain a church
for the church. We are providing means of every kind that the
church =shall he a service tc everyone. The church now as
never before has a chance to show to the community and else-
where that it means to help men and women in the world to win

in the great battle of life."
S,
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1g1l  -  ouT mcur ch 60cials''  were  hgld.  Lcverne  Pu blLc
sooL  rentgd cJassro0m 4pac in O church  bltLldln9  (thg
presgnt  Lenta S00l w0uld nOt be bUilt fOr an0ther  L5
ggrs,  and thg f2igh Schcol Building ll89S'l9Z6) a5  at  thg
,       L ed gL3ng ield tg 0n  iss k  t
I
;       JgJ3  - n coox ba0x wa6 publishcd netting g LadleS  Mj66iOn
;       soci&ty Sl06.50.  n young peoplg'4 Drchastra furni9hed usic
for ong cning selCg e8ch th, Dr  C8tUet'S im 8tJOn
no d ou bt,

ll4  Per Capita T8x was .25 cent4 Pgr pgtS0nr  tO CaaLn 0n
the churoh rolls.

       l9LS  Pce6bytgry Of ManXatD mgeting waS  hcJd Ln WVeme  in
I         LL.  Dr.  J,w. Hgwxins0n was eLecte4 Tn75teg.  Notg _ Dr.
,       Hawxins0n  (0live's father-in-l8w) w8s 8 dadJcated  esbe-
rian  8nd wauLd g0 On tO sccvc a tataJ 0f 31 year6 &6 8n  a'
tjve officer of the church,  nr. 8wXlnsOn was an Oste0pathJc
ysLci  (D,O,  not x.D.t and would gr0 to be rec  nl9ed a6
an cut6t8ndLng heaL M practitloner l8ter in this centu  dur-
lng thc polL0  idem3  86 he practiced methods only later to
,,       be reoognfzgd 8s th4 ''Sister Penny''  &pprOach tO traacnt 0f
I        oLjo vjctj


I
1916 - cDngrcg8tion vated 0n April 28,  l9l tO auMOrize Me
building  of a new 9B nse to rcpLace the old one l Dn the  6&e
site) not to cxceed S0,OOO.  (Mls iS thc prescnt Vance Ebert
hoe, at 1l5 86t vcrne St.)

Anti5alDOn  wOrX  was a hjgh prirltY 0Ct8l lSSUg  &nd  W8S
suppDrt3 financially by the c OngrgqatiOn.

Thc Wverne Chaptr Of thc erican Red Ct066 W86  O8niZed
Rv. ca  er was elected it6 first presi3cnt on April 16,l9J1.

l9l7  - Dr.  Ca  er's rgpOr lOr L9L7 .-.  g00d year''  The
church  Budqet was sct at 52,3JZ.00,  world War I w86 n0w  1n
PrD9rgSS-

l9l8  - young pcJes arganlAtion collct  ''contributi0ns
for a new piano.   ote from Dr.  carver,  ''me XeynOte 0f
the churoh is servic>.  We are not her tO m8lnt&in 8 chur
f0r the church, we are nrov3ding means of eve Xind that Me
chuxch  6h8ll  a scice ta eveone.  hg urch  nOw  &
ncver bef0re ha6 a chanoe to show'to Me counLty and  eLse
where that it cans to heLp en and w Omgn ln the wOrld tO wln
Ln  e great battle 0f llfg.''
-9-



Note: The United States was now formally at war with Germany
and one million Americans would be in Eurcpe by July 1918....
World War I ended on November 11, 1918.

October 17, 1918 - Schoeols, churches and all public meeting
places were ordered closed on account of influenza epidemic.

1919 - No session meetings for several months due to influ-
enza eplidemic. Four deaths in the congregation that vyear.
Pastoar Carver officiated at 25 funerals in 1919.

Demands of relief made necessary by the war and other worthy
caungses are noted 1n session minutes. The church gave much
time and effort teo war work.. Dr.Carver’s leadership as the
first president of the Luverne Chapter of the Red Cross had
borne fruit and had grown to over 2z,000 members.

1220 — A basement was put under the church and a new furnace
was installed. The 22 year-old church was re-shingled.

1921 - A Resolution was made and sent to our U.S. Representa-
tive in Congress, bearing on the disarmament question.

Birth notices in the Winnebago Newspaper listed birth of
Burton Blair, (our present Visitation Pastor).
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"TRIAL AND TRIBULATION"
j i e R R B b

1822 = Social Hall in the church’s new basement i=s now fin-
izhed and called "Carver Hall®, The Tadies aAid are consider-
ing curtains for a final touch.

1923 = On July 2, 1923 the entire commanity was shocked by
the untimely death of Dr. Carver, who died of a massive heart
attack while changing a tire on his car while enroute to a

church meeting at Edgerton. He had served thi= congregation
for over 20 years and was Stated Clerk of the Synod of Min-
- nesota for 24 years. He had touched many lives in the com-

muntity and through his personal involvement ciwvically, had a
great popularity outside the Presbyterian Church. For in
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WOt:  Thc Unltd Statcs w'&s n Ow fDrm8lly 8 var vith Ge  ny
and ane illi0n  ericans wouLd be in uropc by July lgl8....
World Wtx I ended pn Yovebet ll, l918.

Oct0ber 17,  19L8 - S  0ols, churches and aLl p 0 lic  tlng
placcs wr 0rdrcd closcd on 8cc0unt o fnclenza epid  ic.

IJlJ  - W0 se6siOn mctlngs fOr evr8l onths due t0  Jnflu-
enza  epidic.  Tour deaths in thc congrcgati0n that  yeaT.
Astox ca rv r ofici8xcd 8t 5 funcr8ls in glg,

Dands af relie ade necessa b-the war and otbcr  worthy
o8usc6  8rc notd in sc6sion inuts.  The church gavc  uch
time and effort to war vorX.  Dr.cacr's lcadcrship 8s  the
irst  preltnt Of the Tuvcr ctpter of the Red Cross  h8d
bornc fruit nnd had gro'n to ovcr 2,a0 nmbcr6.

l920 - n basccnt was put 3ndcr thc church and a nev  furnacc
was instn3led.  The. Z2 year-0ld M urch was rc-shingld.

I92l - n Reolution w3.s made and scnt to our u.s. epcegenta-
tLv  ln C0nqrcss, brlng On h dsr ment question.

Birth  nolcs  n the WInnebgD Ne'paer  Listcd  birth  of
Burt0n lair,(0ur prcscnt visitation 8stor)
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_1922 - 1532

1922  - ocial HaIl in M c church's n nr basecnt is n 0w  fin-
i6hcd and c8llcd "cacvcr Hal1''.  Th Lsdis nid arc oon6iger-
ing curtains f0r a final touch.

1923  - On July 2,  1923 M c entirc c  unity was shocXd  by
Me untineIy dh of Dr. Caer, ho d'ed of a nas9ive heak
attacX  whilc changing a tirc on his car w'hilc nroutc  to  8
churh mecLng t dgrtDn.  H hnd se cv ed thi6 cDngregtion
for  ovcr au ycars and vns tatcd clcrk cf thc synod 0f  Min-
 nesota fnr Z yenŕs.  He had touten mny lives in thc  cOm-
munity &nd  thr0uqh his prsonal involvcnt civicaJly, ha d 8
gcnt p0puInrit.y outsidc the Preshytrinn murch- Tor ln
-JO-
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After Dr. Carver’s death, Rev. Hyer from Rushmore was ap-
pointed moderator. Rev. Hyer was blind. It was not until 3
years later that an official call would go out for a new
pastor. A Rev., ©0.C. Cross also assisted the Rev. Hyer in
filling the pulpit during this difficult interim.

1924 - The congregation is again in finanical difficulty and
could not meet their mission commitments to Synod.

1525 - Rev. Hyer continues to serve as our designated Mod-
erator.

1926 = The Rev. George Fulcomer of Groton, 5.D. was extended
a call to be our pastor. He was installed on March 22, 1926,
These were difficult years financially for the church.

Meanwhile in the state news: O0.E. Rolvaag published "Giants
of the Earth" and Minnesotan Charle=s Lindberg made the first
trans-Atlantic flight.

1928 — Rev. Fulcomer's salary was cut from 52,400 to S51,B00
by the Trustees and the church budget for the coming year was
set at S54,500.

1928 - 1930 More financial problems. Rev. Fulcomer resigned
in February ‘28 and then withdrew his resignation in March
r28. He continued to serve through 1928 and 1929 as pastor.
Then resigned again on July 7, 1930 teo finish his frustrating
4 vyear mninistry here during very trying times. The Stock
Market Crash - oOctobker 30, 1929 = The worst Awerican
Depression begins.

1930 - 1931 Dr. Otto Braskamp was called to be pastor in Oc-
tober 1930, He was installed on December 28,1930. Dr.
Braskamp was from Ohio and had served the Mission Fields of
China. Mrs. Braskamp had formal training in Christian Educa-
tion and Micsion work. ™Home Visitation" of all members was
conducted. Dr. Braskamp expressed CcoOncern over the
fepiritual condition’ of the congregation in his first annual
repori.

1932 - Formal change in make-up of church governing bodies
wazs made: "The Session shall concsist of the Pastor and 4 or
more elders. There =hall be 7 or more Trustees" (from the
minutes of the Annual Meeting).

_11-
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At the close of this, probably the most tumultuous decade in
pur church, community, and country we had seen the recon-
struction period after World War I, with President Wilson,
followed by the guiet President Coolidge, then the Hoover
years and depression fellowing the Stock Market Crash in
r2g. Automcbiles were now in evidence through the country.
Many roads Wwere now graded and graveled and in the early
f30'=s the two main highways crossing the county were paved.
A  new Luverne School building had been completed in 1925 in
the block north of the church. ILuaverns had its own TPower
Plant, electicity and running water was available through-
out the city, sidewalk and streets were paved and the sewage
system was in place. Auto Agencies were well established.
Federal programs were beginning, WRA, PWA, WPA, CCC, etc. and
the prchibiticon amendment to the constitution was about to be
abolished.
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"RECOVERY AND WORLD WAR II YEARS"™
1934 — 31943

1933 — Financial conditiens of the church is very low.
Pastor Braskamp, now in his third year in Luverne, voluntar-
ily lowered his salary for the year.

The 55th Anniversary of the organization of the church was
celebrated in November. Note: Apparently the 50th Anniver-
gary had passed during the Rev. PFulcomer's pastorate in 1%28
without any recorded cobservance.

1934 - First mention 1s made of "Every Member Canvas".

1935 - Bulletins were printed only for special services dur-
ing these years... apparently as an economy measure.

1936 = The Manse was mortgaged To pay off the debt on. the
church building. A severe storm caunsed wind and haijl damage
to the church and manse.

113 students were enrclled in Daily Vacation Bible Schoel.
This is the first mention of D.V.B.S5.
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nt 08 clos of is,  prob8bLy 8 6t tultuou6 dec8de ln
our  Murch,  OounLty,  and count  had 9een the  rc0n
9cruOt1on  pgriod 8fter world w8r r,  w1M pre63denc  wiLgon,
f0lJ0   by e quiet PresLdent 0Lie,  M m  th  o0ver
yeare  and  depre6Lon foll0w1ng the stX MarXet  cn9h  in
Ig.  AutobjLcs were now in evjdmcg throu h g  c0unt  ,
Many  rOade  wen n Ow graded and gravel and  in  Me  earJy
t3O6  the two  Jn hi hw8 6 crossL  thg co un t  yete   veg,
A. new Luverne Schaol buildLng had be m c0pleted in l925  
Mg  bJocX north of thg chur ch.  wverng h8d ft6  om  p0wer
Plant,  electLcity  and n3 ming water was avaiJabl4  0rough-
Out the cityr  6i68w8lX 8nd 6trgets were p8v an8 che 9ewage
systa  as in place,  uto Agencies we re weLJ  establi8d.
Pedetal pt04t86 w8te b  1nnln4 NR  PW A WPAr CCCr etC and
M e pr Q ibition  endcnt ta th4 constitution -8s 8bout t0 be
ab 0Lish ed ,
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pcOERy  AxD wO RL D wAg lr y BAR s
L933 - l943

l933 - Fin&nci8l cOndltfon6 of thg huroh i6 vgry low.
Pastor BrasXamp, nm in his Mird year in Luveme,  v0Luntar-
i1y Lowered his sal8ry for th8 ye8r.

The  57th Annivr68 of the D8niz8tion Df M8  murch  wag
ceLrated in W0veer.  Yote: Apparently Me 50tb  nivr-
9a  had pasd ducing the Rev.  uLcagr'6 pa6torae ln 19a8
without ary rccordcd obsrvance.

l934 - irst 4ntion s dc of ''e Meer Canv8s.

l93 - ulletins were printd only for special s rv ics  dur-
ing Me6e year6... app8cently 2g am eOonomy meagure.

J916  -  The Manse was 0rqaged to pay aff the dt  an  the
h4rm buildinq.  n 6evet8 stom c8u68d wind and iL  ge
ta the church an manse.

Ll3  sXudents weŕe enrolJed ln 3ly VacatlOn  Bible  Schl.
Thl6 i8 th8 fir6t ntion of D.V..s.

-La-



Rey. Braskamp left the congregation on December 26, 1936 af-
ter having served through =ix difficult years.

1937 = The Rev. Thurau (retired) served as interim Pastor.
Named to the Pastor Nominating Committee: Ray KXoehn, A._M.
DeLapp, Mrs. E.A. Brown and Dwight Cummings.

1938 - Rev. Calvin EKnock was called and installed on April 1.

New "Prasbyterian Hymnals" were purchased and dedicated at a
special service.

1839 = First Mention recorded of World Wide Communion Service
in QOctober.

1940 - An offer was made to St. Catherine’s church for the
use of our church building after S5t. Catherine’s building was
gutted by a disastrous fire on January 2, 1940. Oonly the

brick walls were left standing. Note: The State Fire
Marzhall decreed that reconstruction could take place on re-
maining walls and this was accomplished during the summer at
a cost of nearly 550,000. The population of Luverne in the
1940 census was 3,114,

Ash Creek Preshyterian Church was closed on April 11, 1940
after being in existence only 39 years. The congregation was
dispersed to either the State Line (Ebenezer) or First Pres-
byterian Church in Luverne.

Our young people’s group hosted the youth from other churches
for an Easter Sunrise breakfast service,

1941 - Macalester College Glee Club was here for a concert in
April 1s541.

Mr. Charles Brewer, a generous Preshyterian of considerable
means, left a bequest of over $7,000 to the Luverne Prashyte-
rian Church upen his death on March 30, 1941. As was di-
rected in his Will, seme of this was to be used to purchase a

pipe-organ.

It i=s of county historical significance to pause and note
that this is the generous gentleman who not only provided
well for his family and friends, in hi= will but spacifically
provided funds for the erection of a monument in memory of
the pioneers who =ettled and nurtured the county and commuy-
nity he loved and was priviledged to prosper in. The
monument still stands due west of the Court House, next to
the flagpole. He was of the sawe pioneer family as Mizs
Harriet Brewer who died some 40 years earlier. (The Memorial
Window in the narthex.) o =
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Rev  r8 lefx e tegat30n On t Z6r l936 af'
t8r havin9 eeed thh &ix diffinUt yean.

l937 - Thg Rw.  Thrau (rectred) 6erv 86 intex1 a4tor.
Naed to e atar N'natm'  Coitt;  Ray Xa,  .M
pp, 6. .. ro and 3qht 3ng6.

;      J938  R. lv'  M04X wae calle8 and ln6talled on hiL 1.

m ngsbgrjan Hnglg yere p4Khgged gnB ded3cgted gt a
!       special enr3ce.

J939  irgt HenclOn nd Of Orld Wide C0niOn Serv3ce
in October.


1g40 - m 0ffgr w8s d8 t0 St.  Catherine's ach for the
u& of aur chura buiLding after 5, Catherlne' bttilding was
guxxed by 8 dis8strou firg 0n anuary a,  lsaO.  anly the
bricX mlls re Jeft standing,  t3Ote;  The State PLr8
xamhall de4reed M8t rBconstruction could t&Xe plam 0n  re-
ining waJls and this was accplished durLng the s8r 8t
a 4o6c of nearly S5a,000.  The popul8tion of wveme 3n e
l940 cmsus was 3,114,


Ash CreeX Regbyterian 4ut4h wag cloged On hpriL  L1,  L940
after ing in exi6tence only 39 ye8r.  M coneg8ti0n wa6
dispersed tc eiMer the State ine (eneaer) cr irst k8s-
byterlan church in Luvexne.

Our young opJg'6 group hoted the youM fro 0ther chux4he8
f0r gn ggter sunrlge bregXfa6t 6enr3ce,

l94l - Macaleeter COllege lee Ĉlub wa6 here fOr a ooncek in
pril L94L-
w.  aclee Bnwer,  a 9eneroug re6bytexlan of considerabLe
e8n&, lR a b8qust 0f 0vr S7,000 ta the Luv8m& Pnsby-
rian Church upon hi9 death 0n Mah 30,  l94l,  g was di
rect4d in hi6 wiLl, 6e of Mi6 w8s to b u6ed to puKh4 a
PiP-Or9an-

lt is 0f county historical signLfiwnce to pause and note
tnax 36  16 e qeneroug gentleman who n0c only provid4d
      w8ll for his Cily 8nd friendsr in i wLlL but spgcLfiJly
.      prov38e8 fum4 for the enct3on of a mwnent ln  ry of
thg i0neers who gttJed and nurtur8d Mg county 8nd cou
nlty he lmed and va6 prfvfledged w pmgper in.  m
0nent stiJl stds du4 st of th  Xous8,  xt to
th  fl8gpoJe.  He va6 of the 6ame p3oneer  famlly as Mi&s
arriet rer wo died s4 40 yan earlLer.  (ae xial
w1ndow in Me ngrthex.)    -l3-



December 7, 1941 - Pearl Harbor - America declares war on the
Axis Mations.

1942 — The Hardwick Presbyterian Church was dissolved after
having served the community for 59 years.

A new Communion Service was purchased and dedicated as= a me-
morial to Elder William Iserman. Ordained in 1924. Mr.
Izerman served for many years as custodian or at least keeper
of the furnace .at. the  church, and had purchased the
silverplate with the ‘First Presbyterian Church’ engraved
upon. He was a man. of very msager ilncome.

1943 - In compliance with an order from the President, the
Session resolved "to declare January 1, 1943, as a day of
prayer and ask that all members and friends of the church
meet at 10:30 A.M. for a periocd of praver for our boys in
service, our nation, and the cause of righteousness and
lowre . ™

In this decade the nation had moved from deep depression into
a_pgrinﬂ of recovery. Social Security had become law, com=-
munications had expanded with the telephone and radio. The
automobile was now common place with improved roads and air
travel was coming of age. We had watched war-cleuds gather
in an unstable Europe and Asia and now we were involved as a
community and nation in a total all-eout war effort again.
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" GROWING PAINSY
15944 — 1954

1944 — Rev. Calvin Knock finished his ministry in Tuaverne on
August 23, 1544, The Rev. Orrin Moore was called to be our
pastor. He was installed in January 1945.

A pipe-organ Wwas purchased from the M.P. Moeller Co. for
$3,910.00 Installed with money earmarked from the cCharles
Brewar bequest 3 years earliar.
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cer , l94l  Pearl arb0r  erica dJar6 war on the
Ax is Mations.

l99  - The H8rdwlcX Pre6byterian Church was dLssolv   fter
tlaving seed Mc co ity for 59 ye8r6.

A ncw C0  ion scice was rch&6ed 8nd dedicated as &  -
moriaI  to  Lder  WillLam Ise Lma n.  Ordained  in  2gz4,  .
Isean servd fOr any years 86 custodlan or at l88st Xeeper
of  tb e  furnace  at  thc  church,  8nd  b8d  purchasee  the
6ilvrpl8te  wlth  the 'Pirst Presbterian  ura'  engraved
up0n. de was a  n 0f v cy meager inco.

l94J  - In c0mplLance w'ith an Order cDm the  Prcsident,  xhe
5essian  res0lved ''to dcclarc January L,  l943,  as a day  of
prayr  and  asX th&t 8li mer6 and riends of  th  church
meet  at 10=30 A.M-  for a period 0f pr8ver or our  bays  in
s rV icr  Our  n8tiOn,  6nd the cause  of  righteou6ne6s  and
Jave."

Jn this decade thc nat-ion had movd from deep depression inxo
a periOd Of rcOver.  SOclal Security had become l&w,  co-
municat3Dn  had eanded with Mc tLephone &nd xadio.  The
8utObila  was n0w cOmOn plce wit impr0ved roads and  air
traveL  was caming of age.  Wc had watched w8r-c2ods  gather
ln 8n unstabl ur0pe and Asia nnd now we wcrE involvd as  a
c  unity and t-io Jn 8 tot8l all-out  w'ar effan again.









ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttkR***xt*t******t



'' GROwLWG PAIWS|

l94 - l254

l944 - Rev.  alvln OcX f3nlshed his minist in Luvrn on
Au9ust 23,  Ls44.  Thc Rcu. rrin oore w36 called to be 0ur
p86tOr. He 36 inst3Lled in anuary 194S.

n  PlP-Or48n  W8s pJto86ed ft0m M e H.P.  MOeller  CO.  fOr
S3,9l0.OO  InstalLca with 0ney camard fro  the  ch&xles
Brewer bequest 3 ears earJter.
-l4



1945 — V.E. Day Services were held at 8:00 p.m. on May 7,
1945. "Released Time" Program instituted, where children
were released from Public Scheool for religious training at
their respective churches.

1946 = A Library was begun in the church. "Cconfirmation
Class" was first referred to in Session records. Minutes of
Trustees meetings states that all donors of $525.00 or more
will have their names listed in the Memorial Book for the
coming 67th anniversary of the church (building.)

1947 - Active Groups reporting at the Annual Meeting in-
cluded: The Senior High Westminster Fellowship, Junier High
Westminster Fellowship, Sunday Scheool, Women’s Mission Soci-
ety, Home Builders and "Mariners".

1248 — The Budget for the new vear was set at 58,.500.00

"New Life" Movement Committee was set up.

A new Bible was purchased for the pulpit. The old one is to
be repaired.

1949 - First Deacons were elected at the Annual Congrega-
tiomal Meeting on January 16, 1949. Leo Hansen (only one
still living), Elmer Piepgras, Walter Norelius, Ben Nelson,
John Schmuck, Julius Wiese, Mr=. Henry Smook and Mrs. Gerrit
Van Voorst were elected. These latter two women were the
first ordained females.

The Ladies Ald of the old Ash Creek church presented a memo-
rial creoss and candle-=holders for the Communion Table.

1950 - Rev. Moore left our church in June 1950. Rev. George
Ekstiom was called and installed in November.

1951 - Beverly Wildung (Jane's aunt) requested care under
presbyitery as a commissioned church worker. Beverly contin-
ved her education through Union Theological Seminary, HN.Y.
obtaining her doctorate (PhD) and joined the faculty there
following ordination.

A Men’'s organization was reported active in 1951.

The Korean Conflict began. First Church lost twe young men
in during that era. Merlin Lowe (U.5. Navy) was killed on a
ship off the coast of Korea in June 1951. He was the son of
the late Edward W. Lowe and Wilma L. Spease. Arthur Moeller
alsa lost hi= life in that conflict only a month before an
armistice was signed on July 27, 1%53. Arthur was the son of
the late Walter Moeller and Grace Moeller. Four years later
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l945 - V..  D8y 68rvis wcrc h8ld  at 8:00 ..  On H&y  7,
394S.   ''ReJea9ed Tie"  Program instituted,  where  chiLdr4n
were  r8l8sd fro P0 lic sooJ f0r r&ligious  tr8ining  at
thLr r4s ctive churches.

l9a6    A Library was begun in thc  church.   ''ConfL8tion
:        CJas9''  was fir6t referred to 3n Se6sion record9,  Hinutes 0f
T ru 6tee6  a8tings st8tes that aJL donor6 af a5.OO  ox  m re
wiIJ  have  their names li6ted Ln Me Hem0rial HX  for  08
c0ming 67th 8miv8rs8ry of the urch (building.)

1941  -  Act1ve Gr Oup6 re  rtlng at the  Annual  Xeeting  in
cludcd=  Thc S8nior High Wcstinstr alJowshi,  Junior Hlgh
Westln6ter ellw6hip,  Sund8y School, Women's Mission Soci-
8ty, Hoc Buildars and ''Xarincrs''

l948 - M e Budgat fOr tha nw ye8r w8s set at 8,50D.DO
''Wew Life'' H0v ement Co ittee was sct up.
A naw BibJa w8s purchaed fDr th8 puIp2t.  The oJd one Ls  to
be repaired,

1949  -  Lrst Dcacons wcra alactd 8t the  Annual  c0ngrega-
tL0n8L  XetJng on Januacy 15, 1949.  a Hanscn  (onLy  0ne
stilJ livingl,  Rlmcr ic  r8s, w8Jter wor8liu6,  Be n yelson,
JOhn SchucX, Jullu6 Wiese, Mr6. Yn SmooX and Mrs.  GerrLt
              Van  V0orst  were elcctcd.  T'hesc lattcr two won  were  the
first ordain8d f8le6.

Thc  dLa6 Ald Of the old A6h cree 0hurch presented a  cmo-
rial cross and candJehaJders for thc co nmu nJon Tabl8.

L950 - Rev. Moore left our church in Jun8 l950.  Rev. 4eorge
XttOm wg ÇglJed an4 installed in Yove4r.

l95l    Bevexly WiLdmg (ane's acnt) rcgucsted  car8  under
presbytery as a c0issioned Lhurch wDxer.   Beverly contin-
ued  her education thr0ugh Union mcologic8l  sin8ry,  fr,y.
obtaining  h8r doctor8t (hDt &nd Sinee the  faculty  there
f03l0wing o td ination.

A M8n'6 OX48ni2atiDn nas reparted actJvc in l95l.

              The X0rean ConfLict began.  irst church lo6t two youn4  en
Ln durnß thnt er8.  Merlin Lowe  (U.S. Kavyt was XiLled on a
t       6Xt off the const of Xora Ln Jun J95l.  He w8s the san  0f
'       tbc latc dward W. we and wilma , Spease.  Arthur xo8ller
aL60  lost hi6 life in that conflict only 8 month  before  an
aistice was sißnd on uJy 27, l53.  Anhur nas thc son of
th l8te W81tex M  lLer and Gracc tlocllar. FDur y88r later
-l5-



in 1957, a new Post of the American ILegion was chartered in
Hardwick and named "Arthur Moeller Post" in his honor.

1952 - In his second year at Luverne, Rev. Ekstrom reported
at the annual meeting that all departments of the church were
working in sharing the Spirit of Christ to build the kingdom
of God in this community and throughout the world.

1953 - Because of crowded Sunday School Classroom conditions
a building committee for a new Christian Education Building
was organized. Note: The Long-range vision at the time was
to eventually build a new church building on this site and
connect it to the more immediately needed Christian Education
Wing.

city supplied steam from the Power House was installed in the
church at a cost of $1,500/year.

At this point in time all of Main Street wa=s served with a
steam heat main from the steam operated generating plant run-
ning under Main Street down west all the way to Estey Street.
Branches north served the Court House, jail, library... and
Presbyterian Church.

The 75th Anniversary of the founding of the church was cel-
ebrated with a skit depicting the inital founding meeting.
The skit was conceived and directed by Vangie Golla, but
Vangie was ill the evening of the performance and could not
see it. Dr. Bob Feitel played the part of Dr. Thayer, the
founding pastor.

On February 25, 1953 a news item from the George, Iowa news
noted the birth of David Feltman.

1954 - On May 16, The Cornerstone was laid for the new
Christian Education Building. Constructien moved swiftly and
the building was dedicated on Sunday, November 28, 1954, when
the Trustees presented the key=s for the new building to Elder
R. W. Keitel, chairman of the Christian Bducation Comnmittee.
Rolph Construction Company of Luverne was the builder, The
cost was $29,355.45.

Population of Rock County was now aver 11,500.

A strong feeling for the need for expansion had grown during

this decade and the first step had been realized with the

completion of the new Christian Education Building. Step Two

would be the elimination of the present structure and step

three would be the building of a new church building te link

up to the new C.E. Building. At this time there was a wealth
_lﬁ_
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in l9S1,  a nm P0st of the Aertn ion  charcer4d  ln
arhlcX and nam "krMur ellr PDst  1n hfg h0no,


195Z - In his second ye8r 8t uveme,  Rev.  xstr rgrt
at the annu4l meeting that alL dep8ents of the chura wre
wOrWng Ln ring Me Spfrft 0f rist t0 build Me Rln%
of  in thig city and rougho4t the world.

l953 - uu8e of crowded Sunday BaooL cl864roo conditians
a buiJding citte8 for 8 w 0rigtLan ducatian ildfm
wa6 Organl1ed,  Wote;  The g-r8ngg vl6lon ax the tie wa&
ta evmtlly buiJd 8 new chuKh building 0n this  61te and
amect it to the ore iedi8tgly needed christian Educ8tion
wfng.


Clty 6upplLed 6ta frOm Me wer H0us8 w86 1n6talIed in the
church at a c0st af tl,500/y8r.


At this. pOJnt in tLg 8ll of Xain Stre4t w8& servd vith a
gteam heat main fr0 the ste8 opgr8ted generating plant mn-
ning undgr M8in Street d wegt aLJ M8 w8y to E6tey st.
Branches nokh 8eed the court Hou6e, tail,  Jibrarr...  and
kesbyterian ura.


Me  75th 'AmJvers8 Of the fwnding of Me church w86 cel-
ebr8ted w1th a 4Xit depicting the init8l  f0und3nq eeting.
The  sXit was concgived and dlncted by vangi& G0ll8,  buc
9ang3e was lJl the evening 0f the perf0nce and owld nat
se it.  0r. B0b itl pJayed Me part 0f Dr.  Th8yer,  the
foundfnq paxr.


On February 5,  l953 a news itc fro thg orge,  lova n4ws
n0t the biMh of D8vjd Feltman,


l954  - On X8y l6,  The Cometgtane was Jaid f0r the new
Chritian ducati0n BuiJding-  constmct1on mmed wlctly and
the building w8s d8dited 0n sunday, xweer a8, l954, mn
the Tm6tee6 pregented Me Xeys f0r the n bulld3ng to ld
. 4. XeiteL, ain 0f t Chtlgtlgn ucatL0n Coittgg.
ROl COn6trcti0n Cpany of Luverng w8& th buflder,  The
cost was Sa9,355.n5.
PapuLaticn of RocX unty was now ovgr 2J,500.


A str0ng fe4Jing for the need for eang3on had g during
thtg deoa8e and the fiTst step had be 8Li with Me
c0opL4tion af th& new chri6tl8n ducat1on Bu3Lding.  step 0
0uld bg the ellminatLon of Me pre8ent structure and  &tep
t w0uld  the buildLng Df 8 n aura bufldlng to llnX
up tO the nev C.E. Bilding.  At Mi9 t' e Me wa9 a w4aLM
-l6-





__         c2 i0n  fortne sunday sool tg8chgt6durJng0onthof
























of  ddicat8d,  agin&tiv& 8nd Xnov1edgeabl4 tal8nt  in  
w n9tegation-- anxia  ta act.
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''Ul  IxG YBA  

l955 - lg6s

J95S - Th& R0v. GO  g BX4tro Left Luvern8 in Apr3l, l955.
V2  t  n                       '
uglst  Yas  JnstLtut0d.  A Call was mtend&d  to  the  Rev.
we6ley Drumond (fr TLmdrcau s.D.t vho vas instaJl&d  sep-
te  er 28, l955.

19S6  -  A Bu iJdln4 COm3ttee for a n&w churoh  buildJng  gg
fDmaJly 06ani2ed cansistim of the fallowing:  .w,  gr ,
RLchard Cr8&r, LlOyd vis, tfarLon raXes, Dr, G.. Ggtan,
 lg J8cOb, Don Xclntyr8 8nd lgx Lepgras.

Th flrst PregberLan Chwch g8288r ag heLd.

.       A chucch newsletter 'Th& i6ltorr as first p0li6heg,

l957  - The 0rge EOnds f8mily offered t0 don8tg  bujlding
lats  Ln Me n&wJy Dpgned ''Bonds AdditiDn  no   of  tovn
6h0UJd  th C0ngregatiOn chODse tO ild Mere inttggg 0f  on
th& pr&s&nt sJtg 86 Otiginally planned.  At the An nuaL  et-
ing Of M4 cmgregatlOn, lt vag voted t0 buiLd in che new lo-
o&tiDn Offgted by the E  Dnds' 8nd w41X away fr0 M e ole lo
catian and M0 gw Mx3gtian Educati0n wing.  w0t4:  Th0 vote
w&s Only l Ln favor of thg movg.

APriJ  L  l957 (9ter Sunday) Gto4nd  Breig  creonjes
Yete heLd at the n0w 6ltg..,  The outJine Dr fo0tpcintsn  of
th&  n0W COpleX was laLd 0ut O the groun3 wiM lJgd  l3nes
ad  fOJlOwin9  th& E6ter ServLc8  Mg  entLre  con9r cg8tlon
38Mred  gt the sit8 and 8fter apgropr'atg intduto  rg-
  r  btigf  WOtship,  sOngs &d pŕayer,  chc    gr6  alJ
3 d e buJlding Out2ine witb th&ir i,tdividugl gpades  gnd
stes COllgOtlvely ''br0 0umq for th4 present butlding.

X  'te  f   the e9t& Of .s 0ld  left  thg  ohuca
5rJr whi' was i 3apJace3 in th& bufld3ng f und .



